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BY DANIELLE MCNAMARA
Belleville News-Democrat
—

Lance Armstrong, five-
time Tour de France winner
and cancer survivor, and cy-
clists from a team trekking
across the country in the
name of cancer research
will stop today in St.
Louis.

The eight-day Tour of
Hope is a 3,182-mile journey

from Los Angeles to Washing-
ton, D.C., with the goal of rais-
ing awareness and participation
in cancer clinical trials. Clinical
trials, when a patient volunteers
to take part in new medical
treatments, help doctors find
better ways to prevent, diag-
nose or treat disease.  

Twenty-six cyclists are trav-
eling relay-style 24 hours a day.
The group is divided into four
teams that each ride for about

three hours before a nine-hour
rest period. A team is scheduled
to pass through Mascoutah be-
tween 9 p.m. and midnight to-
day. Armstrong joins the teams
periodically to support them.

Armstrong, who was diag-
nosed with testicular cancer
that spread throughout his
body, will visit a public event in
Forest Park in St. Louis to share
his experience with cancer and
appreciation for those who par-
ticipate in clinical trials.

“He credits those before him

who participat-
ed in clinical tri-
als for saving
his life,” said
Arlinda Warren,
marketing man-
ager for the

Alvin J. Siteman Cancer Center.
The center, which is hosting the
event, is in the Washington Uni-
versity School of Medicine and
Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

Sheila Davies, Tour of Hope
cyclist and 25-year cancer nurse
at the Rush University Medical

Center in Chicago, said her
mother died from lung cancer
in 1992.

Davies, of New Lenox, Ill.,
said she wants people to know
clinical trials are a viable option
for those diagnosed with can-
cer.

“People think (clinical trials)
are a last-ditch effort, but they
are actually receiving the best
care that is available at the
time,” she said.
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BY GEORGE PAWLACZYK
gpawlaczyk@bnd.com
—

A concrete basin nearly 20
feet deep with raw sewage at
the bottom posed a deadly dan-
ger to children who played near-
by Tuesday in a crowded Alor-
ton neighborhood.

Instead of being locked, the
basin’s cover was missing its
padlock, hasp and hinges and
was easily lifted off. The
smooth-walled sewer basin
near the corner of 37th and
Market streets was not
equipped with an escape ladder.

In overgrown, thick brush
beside the Lakeside Motel just
off Illinois 15, another sewage
basin was wide open. This one
was missing its cover entirely
and a gate had been left open.

The basin was nearly filled
with sewage. A large green hose

siphoned raw waste directly in-
to a drainage ditch 40 feet away
that flowed down toward a
wheat field. Allowing raw
sewage to drain on public or pri-
vate land is a violation of state
law.

BY ELIZABETH DONALD
edonald@bnd.com
—

A longtime Collinsville
mainstay will take the late Su-
san Burroughs’ seat on the
school board.

The board voted Tuesday
to invite Bill Jokerst, the re-
tired chief executive officer of
Collinsville Building and
Loan, to take Burroughs’ seat.

“He has great expertise in
the financial area, and that’s a
key area of concern,” said
board President Ron Gans-
chinietz.

Jokerst served on the
school board in the early
1980s, as well as on the City
Council and as finance com-
missioner.

“I feel very honored to have
the opportunity to replace
Miss Burroughs,” Jokerst said.
“I respected her very much in
regards to her educational en-
thusiasm.”

Jokerst, 70, is a lifelong

Collinsville resident and grad-
uate of Collinsville High
School. His father also served
on the school board from 1925
to 1950, and his four children
went through the Unit 10 sys-
tem. He worked for Collins-
ville Building and Loan for 43
years before retiring in 1998. 

Jokerst said he hopes to
bring his financial background
to the board as it deals with a
$4 million deficit.

“All the school systems and
cities are having problems fi-
nancially,” Jokerst said. “It’s a
very difficult time. Those
things don’t happen overnight
and they can’t be fixed
overnight. It’s something you
have to plan, and I think I can
help show some leadership in
that regard, to plan for the fu-
ture.”

Burroughs, 49, died Sept. 3
in her home. Jokerst said he
does not plan to run again
when the seat comes open in
March 2005.

BY TANIA E. LOPEZ
tlopez@bnd.com
—

Kelly Wamser, a math
teacher at O’Fallon Township
High School, sat clueless in
the school gym, surrounded
by students and teachers at an
assembly Tuesday.  

Wamser, 29, had no idea
the assembly was organized to
award her a $25,000 Milken
National Educator Award —
the “Oscars of Teaching.”

Even students and admin-
istrators were left in the dark. 

“Oh, my God,” Wamser
said after her name was an-
nounced. “Can someone wake
me up right now, please?”

Wamser is one of two
teachers in the state to receive

the award and one of 100 in
the nation.

Lowell Milken, chair of the
Milken Family Foundation,
flew in from Los Angeles to
announce her as the winner of
the award. 

“She’s done so much for the
students and for the school,
it’s impressive,” Milken said,
adding one teacher has the
power to influence thousands
of students in his career.

Wamser, a teacher at O’Fal-
lon for eight years, said every
teacher in the audience was
hoping his name would be
called. 

She said there was never a

Owens pointed toward the 
bottom of the sewage-filled 
basin at 37th and Market 
streets in Alorton.
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DERIK HOLTMANN/News-Democrat

Milken congratulated Wamser, who received a $25,000 Milken National Educator Award.
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Please see TOUR, A2

Past recipients
1998: Jenny Middleton,
Lebanon Elementary
1997: Rick Acuncius, Highland
Middle School
1996: Rob Hawkins, Freeburg
Elementary; Kathleen Weber,
Nelson Elementary,
Edwardsville 
1995: James Kerr, Triad High
School
1993: Katherine Gleeson,
Waterloo Senior High School
1990: Sheila Bowens, Hamel
Elementary; Richard Hunsaker,
Belleville Township High
School West

Please see TEACHER, A2
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Ex-mayor ties crisis
to lax maintenance

Please see SEWAGE, A2

BY JENNIFER KAPIOLANI SAXTON
jsaxton@bnd.com
— 

The Madison County Board
is voting today on a proposal to
require cat owners to pay an an-
nual registration fee for their
pets. 

“This is very similar to the
same practice people are al-
ready required to do with regis-
tering their dogs,” said David
Hall, Madison County animal
control administrator. 

The ordinance requires cat
owners to pay $15 for each cat
over six months old that is not
spayed or neutered; $5 for each
one spayed or neutered, or for
any cat under 6 months old.
Currently, dog owners are re-
quired to pay the same rates in
Madison County.

The ordinance also requires
cats to be vaccinated against ra-
bies. One-year and three-year
inoculations are available. Pet
owners also will be required to
register new litters of puppies
and kittens for $25 within 60
days of birth. 

The state is mandating cat
registration effective January
in an attempt to control over-
population.  Rabies vaccina-
tions are not included in the
mandate. If approved, the
county’s registration and rabies
vaccination requirement also
will take effect in January.

The county’s Animal Con-
trol Committee has discussed
the registration fees for the
past 10 months, said County
Board member Tom Hoechst,
D-Alton. 

“We were in a hurry to meet
the state mandates and guide-
lines,” Hoechst said. “I expect
the committee to make a few
more amendments to the ani-
mal control act and revisit is-
sues we still want to address.”

Cat owner Maryanne Ka-
minski of Collinsville, owner of
a purebred seven-month-old
Persian cat, Raja, said she does-
n’t see anything wrong with
having to register cats with the
county. 

“There are just as many
stray cats as there are stray
dogs,” Kaminski said. “I al-
ready have to register my dog,
(so) why not my cat?”

Vote set
on fees to
register
pet cats
Measure is similar
to dog registration

Please see CATS, A2


